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; On the evening of lst Aug the Prince of Waleg Coy was ordercd
to eleer the southern half of the viilafa of St, Denis-Maisonecelles
and the surrounding area, This operation was comple'ced withoutg
ovposition and the Goy finished digzing in at crose romds 866480 /
by m';u ours on 2 Aug, :
A% 0B00 hrs orders were received for the Coy to ocoury the high
growmd Tt 238, 6848 before 0630 hrs, At 0800 hrs the ﬂay Comd
went forward to recce the new area, and the Coy moved at 0530 hra,
Yt 2B88.was occupied by 0630 hrs and digring in began, At aboub ‘
0830 hrs orders were received to be ready to move forward by ma reh,
route at 0630 hrs, At 0930 hrs the Coy Comd went %o a By '0! Go, -
The Bn WS to move. forward embussed on the Left Centre Line of the
Divieign as Ter as the high grourd Nowth of Vasay, The sgtart wes *
= 30 0@ BE.S00N 88 poggihle. The Coy was thorefoye immedictely — & %
sovad to its embussing point at rd junc 675478, Here a considsr~
2ble €szlay ensued owing to a complete traffic blosk eaused by the
Grenecier»s being held up in front.
&¢ 1280 hrs the Coy Comd was sent for end given orders te take
the Goy with two tps of No, 3 Sgn lst Armd Bn Coldstream Gda unior
Gt 17 th the role ofie
" 4 1e Clearing the wooded area North East of sthe malin road rwmm
BEE458 to the wiver
2. To locate and éestroy dug in Panther tagks thought to be Wbst
_~ of 8t, Plerre Tarentaine,
b B To search the willage of St Pierre, o -
f 4., ' To looate anq destroy more dug in ﬁanthers between thef$111agm
& Yand Phepob . 73459 e . ;




APSer complebing these orders the Coy was o dig in and hold the
village of St, Plerre and the area of Pt 205, whilet the remaindex
of tho Bn, wenb on embussed, and to stay there until relessed by
the Bdﬁo cbﬁﬂs .,

The Goy moved by march route to the SL, which was to be Just
sff the main road at 688458, Thode woe B oconsiderable delay herc

'as the sanks osould not g;t shrough, At this mcture hﬂ.glfar
n

formation scemed to think that the operstion should be well under
'wgz. It socmed imposaible to impress ugon them the dirfioulties
whioh were being oaused by the traffio dlooks, IHowever, the Uo
Comd was made 40 rush his final errengoments and went forwerd withe
%Q;gggﬁmﬁgaygzg tdo up with the tanks on the SL, ‘
= The plan was for tho tanks %o remain in the even of the 8L, end
if the Coy wes held up before the river thag wers $o be oalled up
to assist, It waz hoped that on redohing the river, it would bo
poasible to looate the first lot of Panthers, The tanks were then
to nupgort by fire an attack onto the enomy tenks, Fhose one was
complated without any opposition and the tanks were oclled forward,
Agnin owing to traffic on the roads thoy had greet diffioulty in
moving, ded to this was the inascurasy of the map whioh caused
them to go down a road out of whioh they oouldrnot got.

~ After a wailt of holf an hour and urgings from hlgher authority
the Oo{ Comd deoided to move forwaxd towerds t, Flerre in Adv, Gd
formation, leaving behind the ecoond=in-command, Oapt Sir Richard
Powell, to bring tho tanks up., It was found that the 7irst lot of
onemy tanks was non-existant, and the King's Coy, lat Bn, Grenadicr
Cuarde was holding the village of 8%, Plerre, ihe Coy halted in
the villagey while the Ooy Comd went to conteet King's Coy. At
this Junoture extrema}g héagg shel}ing took place, Unfortunately
Coy H)} was Mt, and L/8Jt. Holling's seotion was wiped out exoept

Tt wae learnt that King's Coy had pecupicd the main »d junc ag
714448, but had boen driven off by MG fire thought to come from
~ Lonks, By this time commmiocntion-with ocup banice-had broken -down, —
There scemed to the Coy Comd to be three aéternativea one to :
‘withivaw, two to rempin and be shelled in St Flerro, three to push
oae He ohose the third alternative,
Ne, ) P1, somd, by 8]t Kempson, vae ordered to mpke good the

roin roed juno Vﬁﬁaﬁa' mhismghe d1d, opposcd only by shallin
-anddingnggggz%nt‘ tlrn. They gnngbiidﬁgaa in tkg ggaa of th§
wood & 5447, '

. Poe NG NAN.

& P1,, oomd by 8J%t Bemarl, was then ordered te punghga elong
y =

No
the left hand side of the moln rocdizbo Folnt RO5, 7R4SE,
cleared the housce as far cg 718452 without oggosltion except fan
some MG fire ocoming from thoe right flank, The houscs were occupled
by friendly oivilians who said that Pt 208 end the area immediately
South West of it was held by cnemy infantry, and that Montemy was
strongly held, No, 3 Pl, then went on and bumped the emémy just
short of Pt 208, They zot down end yoturncd five, whilst No'2 P1,
cond, by Lt, DA, Rogers, put in an attack on the left flank, The
eneny, strength probably & glaﬁagn in an outpost position in front
of Montamy, were taken complotely ﬁy surprise, Several of them
were hit end the remainder ran away. Shortly after this heavy NG
Z2ire pinned the Coiﬁdown end tanke were heerd moving about, Owing
o the fact that the Coy was gulite unsupported and-out-of touch by
wireless, and had suffercd a fair number of casualties the Ooy Comd
deoided €5 withdraw via Les Annales :to St, Pierre, No. 1 Pl. was
called up and the withdrowal took place according to glan. Very'
croat Aifficulty was experienced in remoying éome of the wounded,
On arrival at St, Plorre a message wos received that there wes
40 be & Bn, O Op near Pevillon at about 701434, The Coy Comd went
there, and found nobody, but soon discovered thet this epot was
wnder shell fire and appeered to be surrounded by snigewa.' It was
o moet uneultadble plece for an © Gp, The Coy Comd theyeiore went
heok end mey tge Commanding <Offioep' who decided to hold his O Gp at
25 June 700448, - - '
The Uoy was okdeyed to move fowyward by margh route and toke up
n Gerensivo position betwoen the pead and the river at e Yont 4'Slay




e T e 7 T i e L S . N T TN < N

!

703422, The Coy, under Sir R, Powell, arrived at this plece atb
' about 2130 hrs. Everybody was busy getting into ﬁcsition when

l\ siddenly a MG 34 opcncd fire at 50 yards ranges obody was hit

J ond Sir R, Powoll, Sjt. Kompson and L/Cpl, Llcwellyn stalkcd it with
\ grenades, They badly wounded one men and the éther one ran awny, bub
s&\_wms ‘killed By Sir R. Powcll with & Bren gun, The Coy proceeded ©o

dim In and Pimished-this at about 0330 hrs on 3rd Aug,

Duting the night small numbers Of eneny Werc heard wendering about
én the woods. Onc welked up to o sentry post and was shot by L/SJt.
mith.

By this time the Coy was very tired, They had fought thier first
real battle with the enemy, They had dug in three times in the pest
o4 hours and hed walked some 16 miles, mosily across country. Taey

had completed every task which had been given them and had gained
most valuable information. The total casualties suffered were e®ight
killed and nine wounded
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