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i - Qpr-Smdedaa 1044 the Battalion ceme unlen command of %he

44th Brigede in the 15th Scot

4Ath Aug, three Bns up with the
Bn, plan wes to advence two ip

tish Division and remeined SO idL ..,
this vattle, The plen was £hr the 3de to attacit ot 0630 hrs oa

Jelsihi Guards on the right, The
” Cny risht, 4 Coy left, objeotlves

?

being 3 Coy COURTACUN, then the Scuth Lazstern corner of the wood
about 793412 and 4 Coy the Iorth Zostern corncr of the wood 2bout

724419 ., Both these Coys were

tn exploit forward us for &8 the

road running North from sCLTCHaly, 2 Coy wes to follow 3 Coy
and POW Coy behind 4 Coy, with tihc rolc of mopning wp and clearins

he wood in detgil, #nd them ¢

n consolidnte in bhe South estern

~nad North Jestern corners respectively,

_ During the early hours of
forward out of the woods ¢nd a

the morning tho Germens come
ug in just in front of Noy 3 eie

1t was therefore arrenged thet the preliuinary barrage ghould

start at 0550 hrs nste:d of U6
500 yards nearer our position,
nosition to allow for this,

00 hrs and should be brought down .
At 0545 hrs we withdrew from our
At 0630 hrs the berpage lirted and

fhe leading Coys orossed the sturt linodehiqh.was the line of

the streom running through Le

TONT a'EL0Y, we followed 4 Coy ‘to

the ‘start linc. Shortly after crossing 1t we ononuntercd the

bheOo3.0' s, whg vers Supposcd

to-be on our lcft, streying €eross

=1

SR gk AT WY St d e p e = OWIL S U0 t it TRnoss 0L
thecountry end the mist, we fcund:thnﬁ we
1 of 4 Coys I» thercfore stopped to @ 1llow thom Lo 0 Ohe B
and 3 Covs reachcé their objectives without oprosition, 4 Coy

T e
pnd pot in front ot a

<

nad listlc opposition snd we rouaded up ahout ten prisonord,

includin’, somc Poles and Russians,

after this,off about 1100 hrs,

whose aoralc wed very lov.
e vwere ordered to consolidite on

~top of nd on the forwerd gige of the hill &t 279 at 724420 in -

order to ruard a gunncr: 0 Pe 2
K,8,0°B's, This letter task

out , o8 this regiment wag nob within 600 ‘yords ol our position ~
&end scemed to heve disappeared in the woods,  ihile the Coy wag

nd to try and link uprwith the
however, was impogsiblc to ocoriy

digging in'L sot in the O By ond watohed ot lesst o hundred o
infantry, nany motor oycles and several tanks, erossing in end

_+ ~f +he village of MONTCHAMP, We had © mﬁgnifigienE view,

S
S



Geofircy Hollebone (who has elwoys ccompenied this Dn, cpd miven %
4s support beyond c11 praise) esked 44th Bde for pcrmission to fife,
“but they continuclly refuscd to allow it, as they dif not know ir = e
" they verc our own troops Or enemy e They rppearet to be clmost
complctely out of the pieture. .
e After this, of courscy the aphosite hepoencd.  #As we Aed not
i %alcon tncfinitietivoanﬂ-Sﬁot ot the enemy they stirted to shell us. -
© ifter bhe fivst fow had landed I was called towen O Group.  While®
bhis sms in promgress heovy shelldng took ploce on mX SOy Eroby
. ineiudias bhe “lioaning Minnie" (14 brrrelled Lorbar) cnd cnuscd ;
Sgeveral bod cusualtlos, : : : ,
. Tt tr-nspired thit $4th Bde wanted theBo to oceupy tho villege
of TIONTE: P, T UnS Ut to Do rbeas-thet 1t would nocd & full socle
Bn, attacl: very heavily sunported by ertllicry, Wut L de-dauh hedlo¥e
- Bpdopde Oildygin apite of the dnformation i .ot scadding bedke o The
QommeadLs - briicor thousht it would be wiecr frp FOT LSNAUT £5 be
glon Sdret ond so the pler was gade, o V00 hre 3 +nd-4 Coys wene
to attaek this villege and 4§ 4930 hrs B Coy on the right and 0V Coy ®»
oL bhe Jeft usre to “bteck PONPGHANE, Owlny to ghort ¢ of time for
¢ pegete. thd prcpnr@tiha more time had to be aeked Tor :nd our Zero W S
flxod ~t 1000 hrs, , Even go we Wers very short of timc, =8 1 blew
ny whistlée for the 8ry to get out of thelr trecnobes “u artlillery
arnoc trotion oame down cnd egrin orused orsutliiod, e viere oblimed
to run to our etert line 'rd this, together with the gholling,
ceuged ¢ number of men tu net loet on the waey, Ao puffor.d seventicn
oerunliios thrt dey kllled or wounded befnre recchlug the stert llne,
%o vhleh v Lo to add & few who ROt lost Bd o fow more who vWere
tendings hthe wounded, . : : f :
Our gt:rt line woe 400 yerds liorth of MONTC.. P, rnd to Lhe Zast of
e Les iT..588 roed whlch vas inclusive to um, Thare weg & be &
three miautes artillury concentretion when srdercd br the Commanding
Officcr, This camc cown and et 1820 hra we went forward, The
e lemmendin. Officer saw us‘over the atard line ="nd shortly ¢ fterverds

: Swag 08t tuiortunately woundel Oy o snlDels —— e e
oo “ithin BOU yards e encountercd two enemy tanke, o Mark IV behind

whioh =as hiding @ ranther, »y 2=1in=C Caont Sir R.Powell, 400 wag
up vith Noy £ P1, inmodlobely tool the PIAT and fired ot the .ork IV
and then thyew e- grenede, T am not sure that there wsg eny orew in
ity but there oértainly was in the Panther which opened up ond
enoeked sub “he PLAT It then mede a hurried retreit.  We continued
- guickly inbo the vilﬂauc whepe we Pound another Penther which we
T dunbed in ond out of the nordensy o A8 46 withdrew Gdan Codber stond
up end fired three rounus fron his PIAT Prom the gboading positlon
ead seored o hit caoh time, dbut vithout suecess, dg proaocihad the
dputhern edyes of the village end 1 decided o oonsolidnte cbout
- 200 yarde beyond in order to ovold mortar fire whieli wog conlng onto
it, AP 6 went forward we met and destroyod @ M.Gy mont on our - -
right, - Ve than s w dhe dn front together with ¢ bazooks man, «
w1l abtrok wes put in under oovering, fire, whloh oruded the encmy
conowrrcd 9 run ewoy, but cnother M.G. opened up at ve {rom the
vLaht nd pinned ue down, We agot lnto o lene vhiegh croesed the
rond vhen We sew som:e Germ. -8 onming up it with a M.G. 'le tried to
stel§ them with grenedee, but they withdrew, - nd 8o we went beok ilntec
TilC LTne,

_ammcCiotely ofber this the encuy put in & Jetermincd coOMNGeRe - ELEs
| e=x_ ¢ 1 '€ L leest four tanks anc. some infontry. Lely of the Coy
3 woPe oauzht in the open an&.ovﬁrrunl s . we h:d no cntiwmtenk guns,

Those of us in the lcnc were cut ofT from tue ren~inder of the Coy

aid for e short time most bltter fightins took place, One tank

stopred on top of tlhe bonk tea yurds frou us and fired its C€ mm

ot point blark ronge, Sir R, Powell threw o srenade ints thc tank

which (1d the orew no good, Onc of them ot out shouting ot Lhe

top of his yoioc and spraying everythlns with a t.mmy sun By bhis
g time tvo other tonks had cowo up to within twenty yards 9% us on the °
= road each sldc of the lenes Yo deoldad therefore to go dawn the
+ lanc, but «fter five yards we stw an cnomy half trck o hundred y:rds

- avay comlafn btowards us firing a MyGy ond oo ryying cbout tea men, By

l nov evers man with me had cithem hecn killed or wounded, ' The oncrmy

wore dismomting Trom their tenkp to take us orisoner, so I told
{r R, Powell to run aergss tac poad betwoen two of the tanks-2s the
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703422, The Coy, under Sir R, Powell, arrived at this plece atb
' about 2130 hrs. Everybody was busy getting into ﬁcsition when

l\ siddenly a MG 34 opcncd fire at 50 yards ranges obody was hit

J ond Sir R, Powoll, Sjt. Kompson and L/Cpl, Llcwellyn stalkcd it with
\ grenades, They badly wounded one men and the éther one ran awny, bub
s&\_wms ‘killed By Sir R. Powcll with & Bren gun, The Coy proceeded ©o

dim In and Pimished-this at about 0330 hrs on 3rd Aug,

Duting the night small numbers Of eneny Werc heard wendering about
én the woods. Onc welked up to o sentry post and was shot by L/SJt.
mith.

By this time the Coy was very tired, They had fought thier first
real battle with the enemy, They had dug in three times in the pest
o4 hours and hed walked some 16 miles, mosily across country. Taey

had completed every task which had been given them and had gained
most valuable information. The total casualties suffered were e®ight
killed and nine wounded
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