RINCE OF WALES COMPANY,
'TH¢ BATTLE OF HECHTEL, SEP 7th to 12th,.
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It ig intonded that this shell only be the story &f tho part A

" .playcd by Princo of Wales Coy in the Battle of Hoohtol, but all
Coys worc so closely involved that in order to give & cledr ploturc
1%t -will be nceessary to toll much of what happened to them, :

e On 7 Sag 2 Sqn, 2 W,G. and No 3 Coy advanced from Helchtcren
‘towards Hoohtol, but worc unablo to got into the village owing to.
stz:o%ng‘onomy opposition, 2

e On 88 -was plannad that an attack should be put in b

* POW Coy'and X Ooy, Much information was'uvai*la’ﬁ‘;[éifiging“ to;'}“:hc'

. gallantry of the patriots who went into the village, notcd all

- oncmy positions and thon returnod to us, It was evident that the
villago was strongly hold, The sphome was that & feint atteok sioul
bo put in on the right flank by a scotion of carriers and morters,

A troop of Irish-Guards was to out tho rond running East from theo
village, No 2 Sgn was to sholl tho village from the South and move
up on oonsolidation, An artillory concontration of 15 minutes was
1aid on and ty;s)hoons to bomb tho villego (only four turncd up much
to out disgust), Tho mnin attaock was to come in from tho West, POW
Coy on tho' riﬁm and X Coy on tho 1cft., The objeotives wore tho Woe
sido of tho villago, tho main road running Weat to East boing
inolusive to X Coy, :

Wo movod forward ocmbussod, with a little delay causcd by the .
onomy, - Wec dobussod and marchod to our atart line, Tho artillory
oconcontrationbdid not last long onough, and so woe had to ask for it.
to continuo longor, - Co N | '\

All wont woll until wo romoched somo vory flat opon ground six ‘.
hmdred yaids wido Just bYoforo tho village, : This woas sweph by M G« £
firo, | Pl 4riod tog attaock styoight aoross thin, Thoy ovorran

e ne -ogo M, G, Sdotisr nvllsurfored someieaBualtios .~ dfke:
this -~ B Y 'was ‘made to attock undor & STIOK(
soroch

¥nod doif,” A plan ‘
s ocallod off when \it was discovered that X Coy o
bad go% on on tho laft, I dosldod to follow through thom, We
thorel orossed tho.main road, Aftor a rooce  I:decided 4o scnd .
No., 1 Pl down tho left ‘side of the main road, straight into tho -,

¥

villego.," Thoy got in without much oppgsition and were followed by ~
No: 8 F1, le this'wes goln on wo wore bo shélled by en
onemy tenk from behind, ' I then Followod up with No., 2 Pl and Coy

H, Q. The loading Plas wore hold up in tho village as was X Coy,
No, 8 Pl, roached its objcotivo and sterted to dig in. Nos 1 and 3
Pls oventually pushod on az far as tho main road runn Noxrth and
South, but could not oross it., Iuring this opisocde Lt Mitchle:
wos woundod (Ho tood sholtor with some olvilians and was later bdrough
back to us by two Goxxnn strotohor boarors) and the threo men with
him wore kill I txricd to got No 8 Sqn'up to assist us to h
forward to tho torn odge of the villa%o. When ovon'bﬁallga aia gc
hold of thom'I found that thoy only bad throe lonks loft, Jjox
Joln Sponcor,. Lt David Rogors and mysolf went forward to a house in
tho main stroot which 'was a good 0.2, It was dbeoginning to, got
Yy aaw a numbor of Gormens in tko strecot znst
outsido, They spotted| us at tho dow and starteq firing their
~ ol at us, I {hrew a gronado ‘and. zZoIw- a8
, cs Ppoer 4l Bron which ¢unbled us togeh ovt of 'tho \
- . houso, 4 thon doclded-%£d draw tio Teswerd Pls back 4o No, 2 P1 N
- arca and form a firm basc lon 'tho South Wostern scotur 37 tho viglege w
This was sctisfactorily donc, 3
During tho night thé crony ceme out in full forte and infiltrated
righ into tho Coy srca, Injor Jobm Sponcor was unforbunatoly killdc
and onc Gdam;, and four wore copturcd. Howover, wo took & good toll
of the ememy, My 2-in-C, Capt Sir E, Bedingfold, mysolf and some
others wore in a houso intthe Coy arce whon the onemy arrlved at the
door end throw a gronnde ot tho window, We manocged to dodge out as
. 4% vwas so dark they could not sece i we we somo of thelr men oy
no‘bcueﬁ'opemtqr got into a soap bex in the acller, o
: norning we found thot much the some hed hkoupened to X Coy
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