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Brusscls between Aug 29 & Sep drd.
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At about 0300 hrs on 29 Aug 44 the Princo of Walcs Company wa
advance guerd to the Bn. left its rest area which was half way _
between Conde-sur-Noircau and Flers, The colum was duc to roach
its first stopping place at about 1000 hrs, but in fact, owing to
traffic blocks, it was five hours late, Phe night was spont ben
miles from Laigle, 'a dist-nce of 90 milcs on the first day. o

On 30 Aug the advance continued from Laigle to a harbour erea five
miles cast of Vernon, a distance of 50 miles, — N

On 31 Aug aftor another first light start, we wont from Vernon
via Beauvais, to Breteuil, 55 milcs, ‘ :

On 1 Sep we started off at 0600 hrs, went eight miles and then
halted for four hours. The advence was extremely slow, Then
suddenly abouf 1500 hrs the Commanding Officer appeared, and said,
"Therc is nothing in front of you now, go straight.for Arras, and
hold the north-castern secctor of the town", Aftcr that we sailcd
ehcad, and reached the outskirts of thc town about 1800 hrs, Wo
werc btold that there werc fow cnemy about, I ordered the Coy to
dcbus and march in and I lecd them mysclf in my jeep, with a scction
of carricrs and a troop of S.F., guns for protection, To those of
us who had lived in Arres for scven months in 1940 and who had held
it to tho last, it was a groat ovent to onter the town agnin on its
first day of liberation, The reccption we had recoived in cvory
town and village was treomendous, but &rras was the best we had mot
up to deatc, We wore showercd with Ilowors, firuilt and drinks, In
fact it was im§ossiblo to sight A.tk guns in the stroots owing to
the crowds, t had beon a most satisfactory day and we had donc
50 milcs,

The noxt morning we got up latc, I was visted by Brig. 8ir A,

. Stanicr, whosc Bdo, thc 231st, had begn following ub up, and now

~had Jjust arrived in Arras, 8 there was time to sparc I visited
St, Nicholas, the villagc where the Prince of Wales Coy had been
stationcd in 1940, It had not altercd at all, Our fricnds tuencd
out in full force with winc and food end a marvelaum reception wos
given mo, 1 was very plcased to collect most of the kit I.hed loft
there four ycars before, but my suitcase had been cut open by a
Germen officer and my unilorm taken out by & Pole, There were
many cnquirics for lMajor Makins, Capt Mooro-Gwyn, Lt Serocold and-
1t Martin Smith, also for "Le Coloncl" (Brig13 Cogolanq.Griffiths)a
That eftcrnoon the advence was continucd to Doual, a distance of ,
20 miloes, In the cvoning wo were told that wo should be furming a
regimental group with the 2nd Bn., the noxt day, and thet our orders
were to start at first light and roach Brussels by nightfall at all
costs, o distance of 100 miles, It was accrodingly arvanged that
we should mecct the 2nd Bn, on the road the noxt morning, I decided
to rccce our route to the start point, emd I discovered that all
bridges over the railway and canal woro dostro¥od including the onc
on thoe main Divisional Centrc Lino, Tho map I found most inmaccurato,
I got complotoly lost and failed to find & routo to the SePs  This
had to be reetificd by the Divisional Provost during t@o early hours
of thc next morning, ¢

On 3 Scp Rovcille was gt 0330 hrs,  We-loft tho Bus S.P. with a

~ Froneh Gomdarme08§ Blido ot 0530 hrs and mot the 2nd Bn in Douni ot
0600 hrs., The Prince of Walcs Coy was to act as advence guard to
the Bn, as it had been doing all tﬁo woy. The order of mar?h we. o
to be No. 1 Squadron, commndod by Major Loathem, Princc of Welos
Coy cmbusscd, with its own A,tk guns, mortars, corriors ond plonccrs .
from Sapport Coy, then No, 3 Sguadron, Bn. Commend Post, tho remoindor
of 2 W.G. followed by 1 W.G? T was to trevol in the carricr behind
ghc Squadron Leacder's tank ond Col Jim Lowls was with the leading
gn also, ‘

Shortly beforc 0600 hrs wo met thc 2nd Bn in Douai nnd linked up
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ot 0600 hrs, Tho Houschold Cavalry Armoured Car Soundrbn “= volie
ing in front of us, moved off, At 0630 hws, our advonce beunn,

We worce obliged to go round the town of Douai by a long ond complie-
catod route; Shortly beforc rcohhing the Frenso-Belgien frontior

woe were held up by o mineficld ecross the rocd, dut we manoged %o _
find a wvay round this, By 0930 hrs we werc sailing over the border -
0ll sct Tor Brusscls, The recception wo hnd beern occorded in Fronce
was magniflcen®, but the one we recoived in Belgium wes evon better.
We were procted on tho frontior with o hotrtle of chompeigne, cad

thc wholo way clong we' werc checred and siven flowers and fmuis,

- Wo worc slightly esurpriscd to find tict Fomo Americans hod crossed
tho Trontior beforc us and wo were cifraid that they migit rocch
Brusscls boforc us,  However this wos not the oasa, '

Our routo took us through Antcirg ond Leuze, where thorc wes a
report of oncmyr, but thoy had bocn drivea out by the Americons.
A faw milos tho othor side of Louze the tanks wore held up by an
antl-tank gun, No, 1 Pl was quickly brought up and put in an
attack along the side of the road, supported by fire from tho tonks,
Thoy medo good the ground where tho enti-tenk gun wes supposed to be,
but it hed gone, hey meneged, however, t6 c¢ollect about 15 ,
prisonors and kill 10 Germens, Tho 2nd Bn, then decided +to meruel
thoir tanks, Whilst this was happening Major Leatham wes shot by
o eniper, when ho was standing by his tenk, No, 2 Pl, rifting on =
troop of tonks, was then ordered to clear some woods on our right
fienk, This hoy d1d without loss, bringlng in about r corcn
prisonors, = ,

Aftor our enforced delai the' triumphent edvance was continucd
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through Ath and en, with no opposition from the enemy, dut just
& fow strigglers whom we disermed or shot &s they ran awoy, After
ghiom we caught up with the tail of tho fleeing enemy column,

Many vohioc.cs were shot up and many Germens killed, They just flcd
in all dirsctions and the road waes littored with blazing wrocks, —

‘Thbg oven 'loft their hdrse transport vehicles in the middle of the
road end hid in the ditoch, Many we did not sec as we sailed through
at 40 milos an hour, Thoy were soon rounded up by those Zollr.ing
bcfiind, It was a satisfaotory sight to sec this Germen doluvrn jusk
corplcboly routed, I understend Bn H (. as they came up, maneged to
deal with another onc and take 70 prisoncrs, .

45 the leading tank entercd Hol it was fired at by a S.P, 88 mm
gun, This stopped the advance, No, 1, Pl was cgain ordered up
and put in on attack on this gun from the loft flonk, Just before
they closged in on it, it withdrow and the tanks were ablo to go on.
Wo then sped forward on the last lap of tho journey to Brussels,

All the wey along Germens were being shot up or captured, which was
wonderful for thbse in the tanks, but not clweys so’good for those
of us who were sticking out of tﬁe tops of ocarriers,

By, this time we hed meny civilian fiides, all of whom hed different
Information ebout the enmey, At the roilway bridge on the oubskivts
of the city there was a road block.covered by M.G. fire, This
caused a little delay, but was eventually removed by the patriots,
Oup triumphal entry into the heart of the city now begen, The
Household Cavalry, the Press end the Gaumont British Var Reporter
tricd to jostle us out of the wey as soon as they realised that we Ind
roemoved all opposition, . However, we overeame them by driving two
abreast, ond first Allicd troops to enter the eity of Brussels
wore No, 1 Sqn, 2 W.G. end Prince of Yales Coy, 1 W.G.

Tho rcccption was truly megnificont. It hed to be san to be
belicved ‘and wes an event which will ncver be repeated agoin 2a =
1§§?tim°3 The ‘whole population turmed out and were beside themselves
Wiua cxcitoment, showering us with flowers, fruit, winc o-d cigers,
Our vohicles were ladenwWth edvilians who climbed all over “hom cnd
brought thom to a stondstill, c werc only able to procecd ot the

,‘?aqﬁ of & snail, :

leihad three strong oints to form in the city but owing te the
oerowds it was impossi g to get to thesc, As we drove up the
Grende Boulevarde an.. enemy ﬁg suddcnly opened fire through thc
orowds, A number of casualtics were coused end the situction wns
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e 1ittle diffiocult until the enemy, numbering about 15, were
destroyed, I turned down a side street and wes met by echaly of

‘dullets, my carrier comd, getting & wound in the facs end my
wiroloss operator & bullet through his stecl helmet, However,
no harm was dono end in the next strect we were again mobbec Dy
a orowd, Everﬁthing was most difficult as we were cither mohbed
by & orowd or shot at by cnomy M.Gs, I got cut off from my Coyr
: -4 hoy had established themselves at on
enormous place oalled the Cinquante Nairo,; which consists of threo
vost triumphal arches and a huge squave, It 1s the master-picce
“Brupsols, The, remainder of both Bns had sctiled themsclwos in
tho Grando Boulevarde for the night,
The only 4llied troops to cnter the heart of Brusscls on 3 Scp
m N;: 184 and 8nd Bns Wolsh Guards and 32 CGuards Brigedc “cod-~
Q8§ : g
| During the night MG, Tire whip aordss the squarc snd through
:hc tnhxa itx%?.& a Gorman ﬁlﬁtmt oilcrm{;a stméghtbthrough the Uov
* : e 1o ce ané no v on cibher
g8ido was hib,. w : = i 5
‘q\\uo& mostly conecntrated round tent. Wo had to crcot o

hrs an. snoymous orowd had collcctod In [L8
mﬂ he Ooy avred and koop inside it/ rethor like animels on
B ﬁa rion

)

1% wes possidle to drive through the crowds Lo
s 8nd daok a%a&n : . o

: Bhe atiornsea the éﬁ; moved & short distance awey to & harbour
ayea jJues outside e oidy, We hed a Tull Coy parade and marchet
B1P way, Pollswed by our vehleles, This ceuscd groat pleasuro
¥ the POBULNGe, -

And B ended an operabion whiech not only mede regimcnctil ol hre e
_bub alse werld histepy, Ve hod covergd 360 miles in six cor”
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she leEt ey we hed deme owdyr 100 milelj which Is by o= ~n
advence over mode by aymourcd aivision in onc oy, ven Ln
Russla, Tac comopo¥etion with the 8nd Dn hed becn cxeclleni.  Sho

auRbey of Gomeens We had Ellled ox eapbtuxcd wos most s0iisinoniry.

The peecpbion We had been glven wes wonderful boyond Lil worus.
Phe Welsh Guards wewe bhe Firat alllcd troops to libcresc =o3 olfy
of Brussels, nad I had bhe hepour 8o command as Zime @ vor o T
body esuld wlel bo have eand the Tivst sac B0 cnbor Tio oot
The seniss membes 87 Lho Ccopany weldl-
oy Ggud =  bcjor JMUMILLER, -
B=in=l - Copt Sir BoGoF,SHDIVGE
Nes L Ply 2 Lt DA, ROGERS and 70 - s
No, B Pls - Lt A oF o0 oSHILDHAK cna ©
Hos B 1, T4 H. MITCIDEY snd Sjt ome—

£
04 0.8,M, DAVIBES and Ca'lsli.i o LILVEE,
No cosunltios were suffoercd.
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